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WORKSAFE — “WA KEY OSH STATISTICS” 
Statement by Minister for Commerce 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [1.10 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of the latest, albeit preliminary, data regarding lost-time injuries and diseases in Western Australia for 
the 2013–14 financial year. The WorkSafe Division of the Department of Commerce provides work-related 
injury and disease data categorised by industry, as well as information covering a range of key statistics 
specifically for Western Australian workplaces. I advise that WorkSafe has published on its website the 
document “WA Key OSH Statistics”, preliminary data report, which contains information on work-related lost 
time injuries and diseases in Western Australia for the period 2013–14 and work-related traumatic injury 
fatalities in Western Australia for the period 2014–15. This report is published each year around August and I am 
pleased to advise that WorkSafe has again delivered this document to the public on time. 
The report’s reference to lost time and injuries and diseases in Western Australia relates to where one or more 
days or shifts are lost from work, excluding journey claims between home and work, asbestos-related diseases, 
and duplicated or disallowed claims. The data used in the report is derived from workers’ compensation claims 
lodged in accordance with the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981. Australian Standard 
industrial classifications codes and occupation classifications are used, with standard injury and disease 
classification groupings adopted. The Types of Occurrence Classification System for the coding of workers’ 
compensation claims is also used and is available from Safe Work Australia. Due to the differences in structure 
and definitions between each version or edition of the three coding classifications, a break in time has occurred. 
Due to these differences, it is not possible to make direct comparisons between figures compiled under different 
classifications. 
The preliminary workers’ compensation data for 2013–14 is currently the latest data available, due to a one-year 
time lag. Data is subject to revision as claims information matures and is therefore considered a “snapshot” at 
a particular time. As a result of the high percentage of unfinished claims concerning payments and days lost, data 
is subject to revision and is likely to be under-reported. This is especially true in relation to the latest snapshot of 
preliminary data as it is extracted at a far earlier stage, resulting in a higher proportion of immature claims. 
Therefore, yearly preliminary data should be treated as indicative. Although there are some exclusions from 
claim-based data, such as cases for self-employed people, overall it provides the best available indicators of 
occupational safety and health incidents. 
Work-related traumatic injury fatality information used in the report is derived from information recorded and 
published by WorkSafe and relates to fatalities that result from physical trauma or poisoning. For completeness, 
WorkSafe includes in its statistics those work-related fatalities covered by the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 
1994, which falls under the jurisdiction of the Department of Mines and Petroleum. It is important to recognise 
that fatality rates and numbers are volatile and fluctuate considerably over time. 
The government expects WorkSafe to make extensive use of the work-related injury and disease data. For 
example, WorkSafe’s operations section routinely identifies a number of priority areas across industries based on 
the data. This enables targeted enforcement and compliance activities in sectors with higher incidences of work-
related injury and disease. The intended outcome of these activities is consistent with the government’s aims to 
reduce the occurrence of work-related injuries and promote safe work practices. 
WorkSafe also identifies priority areas to address particular occupational health and safety issues. Selection of 
the priority areas takes into account workers’ compensation claim figures, and work-related fatality data 
collected by WorkSafe. Claim figures may also support the assessment of the effectiveness of efforts made in 
a particular area. The government appreciates the limitations associated with use of claim data. However, overall 
it provides the best indicators of OSH status available. For further information, members may wish to visit the 
Department of Commerce’s website to view the document “WA Key OSH Statistics”. 
While on the subject of workplace incidents, I should say something more about a matter raised by 
Hon Kate Doust during debate on the appropriation bills on 18 August 2015. The honourable member raised 
concerns about the availability of statistical information, which, as I have now pointed out, has been made 
available to the public at the same time this year as in previous years. She also mentioned a particular incident 
that occurred at Barrow Island and its relevance to an investigation by WorkSafe into the cyclone readiness of 
operators on the Gorgon project. In that regard, and for the information of the house, I advise that WorkSafe was 
informed that a worker was injured on a John Holland Group site at mid-morning on 11 March 2015. As the 
John Holland Group is a self-insured licensee under the Comcare scheme, WorkSafe has no jurisdiction over the 
operator. I informed this house to that effect in my answer to question without notice 232 on 17 March 2015, 
saying that the incident was — 

…under investigation by Comcare, as John Holland is a member of the commonwealth safety scheme. 
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Accordingly, WorkSafe does not have jurisdiction over the incident or the responsibility for reporting on it. 
Comcare has advised WorkSafe that the matter remains the subject of an investigation by Comcare, and no 
details are available as to the circumstances of the mishap. 

In any event, the information available indicates that the incident of interest occurred before the cyclone was 
declared. Although a report on the James Cook University website indicates that the Australian government 
Bureau of Meteorology advised on 10 March of a likely cyclone, the BOM announced that tropical cyclone 
Olwyn had formed at 2.57 pm Australian western standard time on Wednesday, 11 March 2015. At the time of 
that announcement, the cyclone was approximately 600 kilometres from Barrow Island. Consequently, as 
presently advised, there would appear to be no connection between the injury to the John Holland employee and 
cyclone Olwyn, or that incident and the response of Barrow Island operators to the cyclone, as at the time of the 
incident the cyclone had not even been declared. 
 

 [2] 


	WORKSAFE — “WA KEY OSH STATISTICS”
	Statement by Minister for Commerce


